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Solon’s trick-or-treat 
moves to Oct. 31 
permanently
By MICHELE COLLINS

After a trial run of holding trick-or-treat last 
year on Sunday, Oct. 30, Solon has announced 
that this year’s trick-or-treat will take place on 
Halloween, Tuesday, Oct. 31, from 6 to 8 p.m.

According to Maria Farley, assistant to 
Solon Mayor Edward Kraus, “Last year, the 
mayor moved it to the Sunday [one day] before 
Halloween at the request of several residents. 
While the change was well received, after 
internal conversations, and in an effort to be 
consistent with past practices, we decided to 
move it back to October 31 where it will stay 
moving forward.”

She said that this year’s trick-or-treating 
falls on a Tuesday evening. 

From here on out, it will align with the Oct. 
31 date, regardless of whether the date is a 
weeknight or weekend.

She said that the city asks residents to abide 
by the following rules to have a safe and 
enjoyable Halloween trick-or-treat: 

1.We ask that parents accompany their 
children.

2. We advise parents to inspect all candy 
prior to allowing children to eat it.

3. Children and parents should look both 
ways when crossing the street. Use crosswalks 
and sidewalks when possible.

4. Trick-or-treaters should carry flashlights 
or glow sticks to illuminate themselves.

5. Trick-or-treaters should approach only 
well-lit homes with porch lights on and never 
enter homes of those they don’t know. {Homes 
without porch or front lights on should be con-
sidered as not participating in trick-or-treat).

6. Trick-or-treaters should stay in well-lit 
areas, never take shortcuts, or go in isolated 
areas.

Finally, the city is making a plea to motorists 
to be extra cautious on Oct. 31.

“Motorists – please drive extra cautiously 
on Halloween night. Watch your speed, avoid 
distracted driving and do NOT drive impaired,” 
Ms. Farley added.

SCL Phase 1 on schedule to open in May
By MICHELE COLLINS

Dressed in a fluorescent construction work-
er’s safety vest, Ara Bagdasarian surveyed 
the progress at the Solon Community Living 
(SCL) site, a 3.65 acre site off Clearwater 
Court in Solon.

He can hardly contain his enthusiasm 
about the progress made on the community 
thus far, one that will be home to 14 adults 
with disabilities and their caregivers.  The 
project is on track, he said recently, with 
eight residents expected to move in next May.

No one can blame him for his excited 
anticipation.

After all, this project has been seven years 
in the making.

Mr. Bagdasarian, and his wife, Leslie, are 
the co-founders of Solon Community Living, 
a project near to their hearts, as it will be 
home to their two adult children, Alex and 
Julie, who have Fragile X syndrome.

And who, come May, will no longer live 
with their parents, but instead be part of the 
SCL community as well as the greater Solon 
community. 

Solon Community Living is a groundbreak-
ing project for those with disabilities. The 
community is designed to provide care and 
socialization for its residents, allowing them 
to truly be part of their community, and to 
live as adults, within their own spaces, with 
support. 

In addition to the ease of access for those 
with disabilities, SCL will include program-
ming for its residents, entertainment and 
activities, trips to local restaurants and shops, 
as well as on-site caregivers, resident as-
sistants and the continuing support of their 
families.

In fact, the future residents and their fami-
lies, numbering 25 in all, recently attended 
a Fall Fest at the home of the Bagdasarians, 
where the future residents decorated pump-
kins, ate fall-themed foods, and their parents 
enjoyed meeting one another.

“It is just so wonderful to get to know the 
other families, to get to know their children, 
and to share successes and challenges,” said 
Theresa Markowitz, the mother of 26-year-old 

Hannah, a future resident. 
Other upcoming SCL family events include 

a dad’s golf outing to Top Golf in November, 
and a December family holiday celebration.

The mothers of the future residents re-
cently met at Burntwood Tavern, and as Ms. 
Markowitz put it, “We became fast friends.”

The families have bought into the 
Bagdasarians’ dream of having a safe and 
sustainable place for their adult children, one 
that will allow them to be cared for when 
their parents are no longer able.

This dream inspires Mr. Bagdasarian as 
he visits the SCL construction site almost 
every day.

“I just love to come here, and I love to see 
what is happening that day,” he said with a 
smile. “See beyond that pile there? They are 
ready to pour the foundation for building 
number 5.”

As of this writing, Phase 1, including the 
first five residential unit buildings, and the 
clubhouse, which will offer eight two-bedroom 
townhomes and four caregiver suites, is well 
on its way to completion. Foundations have 
been poured for four buildings, with the fifth 
expected to be poured this week.

The roof and shingles are now up on the 
clubhouse, and walls are up on the four homes.

Phase 2, which will include six residential 
units and two caregiver suites, is scheduled 

to begin construction soon. 
Eleven of the 14 homes have already been 

spoken for, according to Mr. Bagdasarian. Just 
three units remain, and Mr. Bagdasarian is 
hopeful, with the interest in the community 
now that construction has begun, that those 
units will be contracted by the end of the year.

As for the site itself, water pipelines have 
been connected to Clearwater Court’s water 
pipes, and additional water and utility con-
struction is taking place along Aurora Road.

Soon there will be sidewalks, green areas, 
front porches and patios.

Of great importance to those families 
who have committed to having residents 
in Solon Community Living, 80 percent of 
the fundraising for the community has also 
been completed.

“We have a goal of $3.3 million in funding 
for the entire SCL community,” said Mr. 
Bagdasarian. “To date, we have about $2.6 
million. We are planning an appeal to finish 
out our goal.”

Those interested in helping SCL reach 
its funding goal may donate at soloncom-
munityliving.org.

Any donation amount will be appreciated, 
especially by the 14 residents who are anxious 
to move into their new homes, start their new 
lives, and realize the dream that is Solon 
Community Living.

prosecutor Walter Caimino
Judge Melling addressed Ms. Zamcheck after 

his conference with the lawyer and prosecutor.
“I am promising you that there will be some 

kind of order of protection in place before 
Ms. Guzman’s return to work,” he said to 
Ms. Zamcheck.

He then said he would be visiting Solon 
City Hall on Nov. 1 to see the layout of the 
area where Ms. Zamcheck works, and to see 
where Ms. Guzman’s office is in relation to it.

Ms. Guzman, who was suspended for eight 
weeks without pay following the altercation, 
and is required to attend anger management 
counseling as a condition of her return, is 
scheduled to be back as the City of Solon’s 
human resources director on Nov. 7.

She has pleaded not guilty to the assault 
charges.

A discipline letter sent to Ms. Guzman by 
the city also stated that if Ms. Guzman is 
involved in any other altercation with another 
employee, she will be terminated.

Before Ms. Guzman returns to work, both 
parties will be back in Bedford Municipal 
Court. Judge Melling said he will provide 
Ms. Zamcheck with a plan for her workplace 
safety on Nov. 2.
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were Solon City Council members Nancy 
Meany, Macke Bentley and Bill Russo. 

As the prayers were read, attendees were 
invited to light  small candles from the large 
burning candles on the altar, and stand their 
individual candles into two bowls filled 
with sand. That filled the hall with the warm 
glow of candlelight, while attendees were 
encouraged to take a moment to reflect on 
the idea of peace.

“Some suggested to me that this was not 
a good idea, that having this service could 
incite violence or attacks, but it is good to 
be here,” said Fr. Dragga. “Where two or 
three gather together, God is in our midst.”

He closed his remarks by saying that in 
praying for peace, we need “to double our 
efforts, steal our resolve and speak words 
of love.”

Mayor Kraus’s reading encouraged at-
tendees to “do good, seek peace and to go 
after it.”

Mr. Malik shared that the verses from the 
Quran, which were recited in Arabic, asked 
attendees to not seek protection from others, 
but to see God as the best protector of all, 
to seek God’s love and to live with others 

in peace.
Sister Susan Javorek of Church of the 

Resurrection spoke about the horrors of war, 
saying that “war is a monster that consumes us 
all….instead, let us break bread, not bodies.”

The interfaith prayer service was put 
together in a short time frame, but its mes-
sage – coming together as a community for 

peace – was timeless.
“We put together a prayer service because 

of what is going on in Israel, because of 
the war, but we should do this more often, 
bring faiths together,” said Julie Tragon, 
director of religious education at Church of 
the Resurrection. “It was just such a beautiful 
service.”

Porsche stolen from Route 422
A Solon woman, 46, reported to Solon Police 

that her car was stolen. The previous night, 
Oct. 15, her black 2013 Porsche Panamera got 
a flat tire as she was driving east on Route 422 
between the Harper and SOM Center Road 
exits. She left the vehicle at 10:45 p.m. because 
she was having a problem getting a tow. The 
next morning, the vehicle was gone. It was 
entered as “stolen” in a police database as a 
result, according to the police report. 

Police briefPassport ID Cards.  
Once an ID is scanned, the system will 

produce a visitor badge, which includes the 
visitor’s photo, name, date and purpose of visit, 
which they will wear while in the buildings.

“Although no other data from the ID is 
gathered or recorded, and the information 
is not shared with any outside agency, the 
district will also be using custom alerts to 
identify restraining orders and restricted/
unsupervised parent visitation orders when 
applicable,” he said, adding that the scans 
take only a few seconds to complete.

The school district will be adding the 

Raptor systems to school buildings throughout 
November. 

Mr. Bolden said the district also has numerous 
other district-wide safety initiatives in place includ-
ing “hardened entrances with staged access to the 
buildings, security monitors at every building with 
direct radio access to police dispatch, cameras in 
all hallways, entrances and other locations that 
police forces can access remotely, and dedicated 
on-duty Solon Police officers specifically assigned 
to rotate among school buildings.”

He noted that all city safety forces have 
master key and fob access to enter all facilities 
and in-building locked doors.

And, he said that by the end of the 
2024-25 school year, the district will also 

have completed installation of intruder/
ballistic-resistant glass at school buildings’ 
ground-level, and prop-open door sensors 
on all building entrances. These prop-open 
door sensors alert school security if a door is 
propped open, and enable them to immediately 
close this access to potential intruders.

Board of Education President Leanne Moses 
said she wanted to remind residents that these 
safety measures are the result of funding 
received from a Permanent Improvement 
levy passed by Solon voters.

“We are using the funds from the perma-
nent improvement levy, which voters have 
indicated they wanted us to commit to using 
for safety measures,” she said. 
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Attendees lit candles for peace as part of an interfaith prayer service held 
Sunday at Church of the Resurrection, by the Solon Alliance of Interfaith 
Leaders. About 100 attended the service, led by leaders from various faith 
communities in Solon.

The future clubhouse of Solon Community Living, a housing communtiy for 
adults with disabilities,  is going up according to schedule.  Organizers plan 
for a May move-in for its first residents. 


